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Aspects of Group Work and Student Interaction in Elementary 





This study organizes music teaching methods and strategies which have been used 
to develop students’ group work and increase students’ interactions in music classes  in 
Japan.  
Many studies by music teachers and practitioners identifies importance of students’ 
collaborative work for music learning and utilize group work especially in small groups 
from 2 to 4 students in music classes. One study reported that changing students’ seats 
every week and social skills training helped students interact and learn in music 
classes. 
Practical research of music education in elementary school from the aspect of 
universal design for learning address the importance of classroom arrangement 
including placement of desks and chairs. Assessment of students with special needs 
and of the class as a whole and identifying difficulties in music learning have been 
found as effective to facilitate music learning. Visual aids such as pictures in 
worksheets and choices of worksheets were also found helpful for children with and 
without special needs in music listening activities.  
More research addressing music teaching skills and strategies based on an adequate 
assessment of students’ group dynamics in the Japanese music class settings is 
necessary.  
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